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Dramatic team effort saves heart attack victim
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s NILES - One 51-year-old Granger, Ind., area man is lucky to be alive today, thanks to

* sports

® columnists
¢ editorials
® obituaries

Have you enjoyed the
free concerts at the Niles
Riverfront

the combined efforts of a Niles Township volunteer firefighter and a Michigan State
trooper.

"l was coming home from work at Deluxe Sheet Metal last night at West River and
U.S. 12 and knew something wasn't right," said Pat Ziegler of Niles. The Niles
firefighter saw a car swerve to the right and left across the traffic lanes.

The driver, identified as Michael Slisher, was lying on the passenger side of the
vehicle, Ziegler said

Amphitheater? . . . L
Just moments after Ziegler stopped and put on his red light, Michigan State trooper

=) ves Jeff Bedell, who was on duty, pulled over.
\/No "l told him | thought the man was having a heart attack," said Ziegler. Immediately the
£ submit? two broke the back window, as the vehicle had automatic locks.

View Results "We ripped his shirt off. He was in shock, his pulse was faint and he was turning color

- purple,” he said. They used the trooper's Automated External Defibrillator (AED)
defibrillator, and checked his airway. "It was scary," added Ziegler.

"Everything happened pretty quick," he said. He estimated they acted within 30
seconds.

"If the state trooper and | hadn't done CPR, he probably wouldn't have made it."
His eight years of training paid off.

SMCAS arrived soon on the scene and took over, taking the victim to Lakeland
Hospital, Niles. They agreed the combined efforts of the two had saved the man.

After getting home, Ziegler called the station to check on the man's condition and he
was told he was "doing fine" and awaiting transfer to Memorial Hospital in South
Bend, Ind., where Ziegler visited him and met the grateful family.

Slisher told officers he had a vague recollection of driving before he blacked out. He
didn't remember traveling across four lanes of traffic before careening off the
roadway. He said he had started to have chest pains around noon. Officers stopped
to help Slisher just before 5 p.m. Monday evening.

"l didn't go to bed until late. | kept playing it over and over in my mind," said Ziegler.
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Last night, he called his former Niles Township Fire Chief, John LaMore, now a
Berrien County Commissioner.

"It is nice to see one like this," said LaMore. "It was a combination of public safety
officers. - a team effort."

In his 25 years in service, he has seen only a few documented cases where a life
was saved, including the time he rescued a girl from a burning building. "Itis a rare
thing," he added.

That man was lucky the two were at the right time, at the right place, with the right
equipment.

"It wasn't his time," LaMore added. There are few time someone witnesses a heart
attack and knows what to do that quickly. "He would have expired."

"Trooper Bedell's quick application of the AED and utilizing his first aid training saved
this man's life," said F/Lt. Michael Brown, Niles MSP Post Commander.

Print this story | Email this story

http://www.nilesstar.com/articles/2005/06/21/news/ndnews3.txt

Page 2 of 2



